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 MINUTES 

TOWN OF TOPSHAM 

PLANNING BOARD MEETING 

HELD VIA ZOOM FROM INDIVIDUAL RESIDENCES 

MARCH 2, 2021 – 7:00 P.M. 

_______________________________________________  

 

 

  

  

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Scott Libby 

        Ronald Bisson   

        Larry Brann  

        Dan Flaig  

        Joshua Spooner  

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:   

  

Don Spann, Bruce Van Note  

STAFF PRESENT:  Director of Planning and Development, Rod Melanson 

A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL  

 

Vice Chairman Libby called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The recording secretary took the 

roll call and noted that all members were present, except for Mr. Spann and Mr. Van Note. 

  

B. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 16, 2021 MEETING 

 

 Motion was made by Mr. Brann, seconded by Mr. Flaig, and it was unanimously 

 

  VOTED 

   To approve the minutes of the February 16, 2021 meeting as amended. 
 

(Amendments included: Pg. 2: eliminate last line of first paragraph. End of first line in 4th par. should read “Lot 6 and 

Lot 34-D.” Also 4th par., eliminate next to last line and replace with “Mr. Flaig inquired about the blasting event in 

April 2020 when the DEP air blast pressure standard was proceeded and what the process is for follow up and 

mitigation with the DEP.” Pg. 4: Under Peter Wiers, 3rd line down to read: “of Shady Lane and it will transition to a 

gravel road to meet with the King Road.”) 

  

C. OLD BUSINESS – None noted.  

  

D. NEW BUSINESS – None noted.  

  

E. PUBLIC HEARING  

  

 CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT – PETER HARRINGTON/NEPTUNE MARINE LLC 

HAS PROPOSED TO LOCATE HIS MEDICAL DEVICE COMPANY TO 610 

AUGUSTA ROAD, TAX MAP R07, LOT 002 



APPROVED 4-6-21  

  

PLANNING BOARD MINUTES                           Page 2 of 3  
MARCH 2, 2021  

Mr. Harrington reviewed his project which is before the Board for Conditional Use Approval. 

Rural Entrepreneurial uses are conditional in the R-3 Zoning District. Mr. Harrington said he 

purchased the former Riverview Martial Arts building at 610 Augusta Road and plans to use it as 

the location of his business which develops, markets, sells and distributes specialized surgical 

instruments for neurosurgery  The instruments are located in Greenland, New Hampshire and the 

Topsham location will be the sales office with a total of three employees and one sales manager 

who will work out of the Missouri office. The actual instruments are manufactured in Germany.  

 

Mr. Harrington does not plan to do any modifications to the outside of the building.  However, he 

plans to build a home on site for him and his family as soon as he can identify a builder.   

 

Following Mr. Harrington’s presentation, a period of questions and answers was held between 

Board members.  As to the ownership of the building, Mr. Harrington said he plans to lease the 

property to Peter Lazie.  When asked why the name “Neptune Marine LLC”, Mr. Harrington said 

that is the name of a former business that he still uses. 

 

After all questions from Board members were addressed, the Public Hearing was declared open.  

There being no one wishing to comment, the Public Hearing was declared closed. 

 

Motion was made by Mr. Brann, seconded by Mr. Flaig, and it was unanimously (of those present) 

 

VOTED 

 

To approve the application for Conditional Use Approval for a rural entrepreneurial use at 610 

Augusta Road, Tax Map R07, Lot 002, in accordance with the analysis presented in the staff memo 

dated February 25, 2021 and application materials and plans provided by the applicant and 

reviewed by the Board. 

 

F. SKETCH PLAN – FELDSPAR RIDGE LLC/TOPSHAM MOBILE HOME PARK, HAS 

SUBMITTED A PROPOSED EXPANSION AT ANDREA STREET AND COREY 

LANE, TAX MAP R05, LOT 34 

 

Planner Melanson said the applicant was before the Board approximately a year ago with request 

for a zone change which was passed at Town Meeting. This is now before the Board for a pre 

application review for a residential subdivision involving 130 lots for a single family mobile home 

park. The applicant will comply with Topsham’s Mobile Home Park Performance Standards.  It 

was noted that the eventual lot layout should be guided by this initial review.  The applicant, Andy 

Maynard, has met with the Town Planner to discuss the project, and a staff review has been 

conducted. 

 

Jimmy Courbron from SWI Survey Works, Inc. represented the applicant and said Mr. Maynard 

wants to expand 82 acres of the 140 acre parcel and may consider expanding another 100 units at 

a later date. 
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The development will have a shared septic and water system.  Each lot will have 80 feet of frontage 

with 50 foot buffers on a private road.  Mr. Courbron gave a video presentation of a site plan 

showing the layout of the mobile home lots.  He said the biggest challenge will be placing the lots 

around the wetlands which are scattered throughout the site  There is one 250 foot vernal pool 

buffer. He said the applicant will meet with State and local agencies as appropriate.  A Vernal Pool 

Assessment will be done in the spring.  The Army Corps of Engineers and DEP will also be 

involved.  

 

After Mr. Courbron finished his presentation, the Board moved into a discussion.  Comments and 

advisements were presented to the applicant including: 

 

 Stormwater Treatment will be a big impact. 

 Applicant should discuss same with DEP early in the planning process. 

 There are a lot of hydric soils which are not ideal for subsurface systems. 

 Will need letter from a well driller to state there will be ample water to service the project. 

 Need to show location of vernal pools on plan. 

 Tom Saucier, Topsham’s Peer Reviewer  Engineer will be engaged. 

 Escrow account will need to be set up for the Peer Reviewer. 

 Show where and how sewage treatment will be handled. 

 Work with the Sewer District. 

 Will need traffic impact analysis or relay on standard manual. 

 Planner will follow up with Mr. Van Note on this. 

 

Mr. Maynard assured the Board that the Mobile Home Park will meet with the Town’s Standards. 

 

In conclusion, the Board was in unanimous agreement that the intent of the pre application plan 

review processes have been met and they recommended that the applicant work with and follow 

staff recommendations for a future final plan submission. 

 

G.  ADJOURN 

  

Motion was made by Mr. Brann, seconded by Mr. Spooner, and it was unanimously agreed to 

adjourn the meeting at 8:00 p.m.  

 

               Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

             Patty Williams, Recording Secretary    


