
An Update of 
Topsham’s 
2012 Climate 
Action Plan



What is a Climate Action Plan?

• A documentation of community values 
around addressing the impacts of a 
changing climate in Topsham

• Identifies who is most vulnerable to 
these changes

• Develops a plan to achieve shared 
climate action goals. 

• Does not create rules, but charts a 
direction



How was the community involved?

• Collaboration with Municipal 
Departments

• 16 Committee Meetings
• 2 Public Surveys (Residents & MTA 

Students)
• 8 Interactive Tabling Events                               

(Transfers Station, Library, Town 
Meeting)

• 3 Community Workshops
• Outreach at Westrum House & River 

Landing



What stayed the same in the plan?

Based off the 2012 plan

• Kept the existing Actions List with 
some new items

• Continues to identify transportation 
sector as the largest emitter of GHG 
and especially advises reductions in 
this sector.

• Kept and updated the Greenhouse 
Gas (GHG) Emissions Inventory

• Maintains the goal of reducing GHG 
emissions by 80% by 2050



What is new in the plan?

• Social Vulnerability Assessment Section

• Community Priorities & Perspectives 
Section

• Survey data from the community & Mt. 
Ararat (MTA) High School Students

• MTA Carbon Neutrality Analysis

• Adds a carbon neutrality goal of 
sequestering all the carbon we emit by 
2045.



What is in the List of Actions?

• Embracing the Future of Transportation

• Evaluate zero emission cars municipal fleet 
during procurement process

• Support electric charging stations in public 
parking areas for hybrid-plug in and electric 
cars.

• Improve mobility & reduce Vehicle Miles Traveled

• Conduct needs assessment for local bus 
service

• Support Merrymeeting Rail Trail

• Support walking and biking infrastructure



What is in the List of Actions (cont’d)?

• Modernize Buildings

• Perform energy audits and install 
heat pumps and VRFs in municipal 
buildings

• Reduce Emission through Clean Energy

• Support renewable energy projects 

• Protect the Environment

• Create a goal to conserve land with 
high biodiversity, undeveloped 
blocks and land and water 
connectivity

• Address invasive species



What is in the List of Actions (cont’d)?

• Invest in climate ready infrastructure

• Upgrade vulnerable culverts and bridges

• Build a Healthy & Resilient Community

• Provide outreach for climate change mitigation and 
adaptation and energy efficiency programs

• Collaborate with local schools to incorporate climate 
change, resilience, and sustainability into curricula 
and operations (fleet vehicles, buildings, etc.)



Thank you!
Questions & Discussion


