Site Design Associates

Consulting Engineering and Land Planning

October 17, 2022

Kate Burch, Asst Planner
Town of Topsham
Via email

RE: Topsham Solar
449 Augusta Road

Dear Andrew;

Per your request we have undertaken a review of the revised plans and supporting
documentation submitted to the town in support of a site plan application for a solar farm
located at 449 Augusta Road. Based upon our review, a site visit, and our discussions at a
recent Staff Review Committee meeting, we offer the following comments for your, the
planning board’s, and the applicant’s consideration:

A. General

1) A traffic control plan during construction should be provided. This could be
provided for review prior to a pre-construction meeting.

2) Turning templates for tractor trailers entering and exiting the site should be
provided for review. Given the relatively high speeds, these movements should be
accomplished without encroachment into opposing travel lanes. Widening of the
entrance may be necessary.

3) Can a calculation be provided which documents how the impervious and developed
areas of the site are calculated, i.e. what components are included, such as, drives,
pads, posts, lawn etc.?

4) A landscape plan prepared by an engineer was provided in the set. Are there
landscaping code requirements that would require a peer review of this drawing?
The plantings are shown within the established wetland areas. Will the impacts
need to be aggregated?

B. Drawings
1) Drawing C-1:

a. A previous response indicated the note “all clearing and panel installation in
wetlands to occur during periods in which ground disturbance will be minimal?”
means that construction activities in wetlands will be performed during periods of
dry or frozen ground. The note should be revised to state that.
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b. What is the purpose of the stabilized turf? If the total impervious area is less than 1
acre, it seems it would be more cost effective to provide a gravel section for the full
width of the access road.

c. The plan indicates that 0.54 acres of new impervious area will be created, while the
laydown area itself is over 1 acre in size. Please clarify. During the staff review
meeting it was stated that the laydown area would be removed, and the area would
be replanted. If that is the case, this should be noted on the drawing.

d. The note regarding the existing 18 diameter culvert at the dirve entrance should be
revised to include replacement of the culvert if necessary.

2) Drawing C-2:

a. Proposed road grading is shown on the drawings. Will there be grading of areas
other than the road? Per the previous plan, the limits of proposed
grading/disturbance should be shown.

b. Proposed contour labels should be shown along with more existing contour labels.

c. It appears a culvert will be required at sta 9+00 +/-.

d. Proposed grading of the laydown area should be shown.

3) Drawing C-3:

a. The I and M plan during construction should be updated to include the requirements
of Chapter 500 Appendix B.1.(b) and (c).

4) Drawing D-2

a. Where is the “Rock Sandwich” detail applicable?

b. A plan view of the level spreader should be provided and the level edge called out
on the detail.

c. The gravel access road detail refers to plans/detail for the roadside swale. No detail
was noted. Perhaps the detail could simply be added to the typical section.

5) Inspection and Maintenance Plan, Post Construction:

a. The plan should be updated per Chapter 500 Appendix. B.2.(d).

If you or the applicant have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact
me.

Sincerely,
Site Design Associates
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Tom Saucier, P.E.
President
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