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Sign Definitions


225-6	Definitions

Sign	An object, device or structure, visible from a public way, with a  name, identification, description, display, notification or illustration which is affixed to, painted or represented directly or indirectly upon a building, structure, parcel or lot and which relates to an object, product, place, activity, person, institution, organization or business on the premises.

Sign, Arcade	An on-premise sign attached to the underside of the soffit or ceiling of an arcade or covered walkway.

Sign, Area	The space within a continuous perimeter of a geometric configuration, which encloses the limits of the advertising message, illustration, insignia, surface or a space of a similar nature, together with any frame, color or other material which is an integral component of the display and is used to differentiate such sign from a wall or other background including supporting posts or brackets. The total area of a canopy sign shall be the sum of the areas of the geometric configuration surrounding the sign wording or message.

Sign, Banner		Any sign of lightweight fabric or similar material having no permanent frame and which is mounted to a pole, building or other object. 

Sign, Canopy		Any sign that is part of, or attached to, an awning, canopy or other fabric, plastic or structural protective cover over a door, window, entrance or outdoor service area.

Sign, Development	An on-premise permanent sign which identifies an office complex, industrial park, retail mall, multifamily dwelling or subdivision development.

Sign, Home Occupation	A sign containing only the name and occupation of a permitted home occupation.

Sign, Flag	Any fabric or flexible material attached or designed to be flown from a flagpole or similar structure.

Sign, Information 	An on-premise sign commonly associated with, and not limited to, information and directions necessary or convenient for visitors coming on the property, including pedestrians and vehicles, marking entrances and exits, parking areas, circulation direction, rest rooms, entrances, exits, pickup and delivery areas, or other similar site feature.

Sign, Interior		Any sign placed within a building, but not including window signs as defined herein.

Sign, Internally Illuminated	A sign that is illuminated from a light source that is within the sign.

Sign, Marquee		A permanent roof-like structure designed and constructed to serve as a sign, utilizing manually changeable copy for the purpose of advertising at a movie or other type of theater.

Sign, Memorial Tablet	A sign, tablet or plaque memorializing a person, event, structure, or site.

Sign, Monument 	A sign permanently affixed to the ground at its base, supported entirely by a base structure, and not mounted on a pole.

Sign, Movable		Any sign, or part of a sign, that changes physical position or light intensity by any movement or rotation or that gives the visual impression of such movement or rotation, including any sign mounted on a vehicle which sole purpose is to advertise a production or business, or any sign held, worn or used by an individual designed to attract the attention of the public to a particular place of business or a specific product.

Sign, Official Business Directional	A sign erected in accordance with Title 23, MRSA Chapter 21, Maine Traveler’s Information Services. 

Sign, Permanent	All stationary signs or advertising devices with a fixed location on or in the ground, or attached to something have a fixed location on the ground, identifying goods or services offered on the lot where the sign is located.

Sign, Portable		A sign that is not permanent, affixed to a building, structure or the ground.

Sign, Post 	A freestanding sign supported by one or more upright poles, columns or braces permanently affixed in or on the ground and not attached to any building or structure.

Signs, Project/Contractor	A temporary sign located on a project site which advertises the project name, owner or contractor, such as architect, engineer, builder, plumber, electrician, building material supplier, etc. associated with the building project or development.

Signs, Project Directory	An on-premise sign that identifies the tenants located in a business or industrial park, a retail mall, or other multi-tenant project.

Sign, Building Directory	A wall sign indicating the tenants in a building.

Sign, Projecting	A permanent sign mounted on a building projecting perpendicular to the face of the building

Signs, Public Notices.		Official notices posted by public employees in performance of their duties.

Signs, Public Safety	Signs for the control of traffic and other regulatory purposes, street signs, warning signs and signs of public service companies indicating danger or warnings.

Signs, Real Estate	A sign pertaining to the sale or lease of the premises, or a portion of the premises, on which the sign is located.

Sign, Roof 	A sign that is displayed above the eaves and under the peak of a building.

Sign, Sandwich Board		A two-sided sign, typically shaped line an “A” and hinged at the top, that is made of wood or materials that appear to be wood and is not attached to the ground. 

Sign, Seasonal Occupation	A temporary sign advertising the business conducted on the premises which is dependent on seasonal services or products, and is displayed during specified periods as determined by the applicant and as permitted by a Seasonal Retail License.

Sign, Service Club	A permanent sign showing the place and time of service or meetings of religious and civic organizations, in Topsham. 

Sign, Directory A sign at the entrance to a commercial, business or industrial park to identify the occupants for people entering the industrial, business or commercial park or complex.

Sign, Symbol or Insignia	A religious symbol or historical plaque, provided that such plaques do not exceed four square feet in area.

Sign, Wall 	A sign fastened to or painted on the wall of a building or structure in such a manner that the wall becomes the supporting structure for, or forms the background surface of, the sign and does not project more than twelve (12) inches from such building or structure. No wall sign may cover any window, door or architectural detail.

Signs, Window	A sign affixed to the surface of a window with its message intended to be visible to the exterior environment.


