
 

 

Swimming Pools and Spas 

 

If you have a swimming pool or a spa, certain laws and codes may apply, and what applies is 

dependent on the installation date. The Town of Topsham does not issue permits for the installation of 

swimming pools or spas but can assist with code questions, however the Town cannot assist with 

questions pertaining to law such as title 22 or other requirements such as by an insurance company or 

home owners association. 

Use the following dates to determine codes applicable to your project: 

• All swimming pool installations are subject to Maine Law Title 22, this law regulates barriers that 

are required around swimming pools. The Town does not enforce this law; compliance is your 

responsibility. Maine Law Title 22, Chapter 266 can be viewed at this link: Title 22, Chapter 266: 

SWIMMING POOLS or https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/22/title22ch266sec0.html 

• Installations from April 23, 2018, to April 6, 2021, are subject to the International Swimming 

Pool and Spa Code (ISPSC) -2015 

• Installations after April 6, 2021, are subject to the ISPSC-2021 

The ISPSC codes can be viewed at this link: Where can I view the codes for free? - ICC Support Portal or 

https://support.iccsafe.org/ht_kb/codes-faq/where-can-i-view-the-codes-for-free/ 

 

Maine Law Title 22: 

Title 22, Chapter 266 of Maine law pertains to swimming pools, specifically outlining regulations for the 

enclosure of swimming pools to ensure safety. It mandates that a fence must be erected around every 

swimming pool, with certain exceptions for portable above-ground pools. A municipality is not 

mandated to enforce the law, subsection 1634 states that a municipality may adopt and enforce the 

law, or may enforce other ordinances that could be more or less restrictive.  

Key Regulations 

Enclosure Requirements 

• A fence must be erected around every swimming pool. 

• Exceptions: Portable above-ground swimming pools with sidewalls at least 24 inches high are 

exempt from this requirement. 

Gate and Door Regulations 

• All gates or doors that provide access through the enclosure must be capable of being securely 

fastened at all times when not in use. 
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The International Swimming Pool and Spa Code (ISPSC) 

The ISPSC applies to all residential pools and spas that are; used either permanent or temporary, 

that are designed and manufactured to be connected to a circulation system and that are intended for 

swimming, bathing, or wading. The ISPSC was incorporated by code reference and is a Statewide 

requirement the Maine Legislature included in the Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code (MUBEC).  

The code covers all pool and spa safety aspects including barrier construction, alarms, covers, 

protection of water supply systems, electrical requirements, structural design and installation of decks, 

pool, and deck lighting, etc. It is recommend you confirm that any product purchased or installed for 

new or existing pool or spa includes a statement of compliance with the current ISPSC.  

 

 


