
To: Topsham Planning Board
From: Topsham Conservation Commission
Re: Eagle River Phase 3 Subdivision Open Space
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On April 10, the Conservation Commission discussed pedestrian improvement to the plans for 
Eagle River Phase 3 subdivision with engineer Joseph Marden and owner Aaron St. Pierre. We 
appreciate the opportunity to discuss the bikeability and walkability of this new development. 
There was discussion of providing access to the existing trail on the CMP corridor abutting the 
property. The commission approved with the assurance that the portion of the existing trail 
crossing Mr. St. Pierre’s property is moved to the CMP easement or a permanent easement for 
the trail is provided. The commission didn’t agree that this alone provided the pedestrian 
connectivity necessary in a development of this size.

The plan for Raspberry Lane North of Strawberry Lane to have 4 foot paved shoulders was 
deemed a minimal accommodation for pedestrians by the commission. However the 2 foot 
gravel shoulders for all minor roads was not considered sufficient accommodation to 
pedestrians. At a minimum we would like to see a 4 foot gravel shoulder on one side of all minor 
roads. The cost for the additional 2 feet of gravel should be delineated to the planning board.

The applicant has since submitted revised plans which include an esplanade and walkway on 
the inner side of the Strawberry Lane loop. The commission reviewed these changes at our 
June 3rd meeting. While this is a nice amenity, it still doesn’t address pedestrian safety 
throughout the development.

With the addition of the walkway and easement to the CMP corridor, the applicant has 
requested that the open space in-lieu fee be waived. The commission doesn’t agree that the 
accommodations are sufficient to satisfy the open space requirements in §191-18A for all the 
new residents. At most the walkway will provide for the safety of small children in the 7 homes 
inside the Strawberry Lane loop. For that we could see waiving the fee on 1 bedroom in each of 
those 7 lots.

Sincerely,

Victor Langelo, Chair.


