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702.5 Replacement window for emergency escape and rescue openings. 

Where windows are required to provide emergency escape and rescue openings in Group R-2 and R-3 
occupancies and one- and two-family dwellings and town-houses regulated by the Interna�onal Residen�al 
Code, replacement windows shall be exempt from the requirements of Sec�on 1031.3 of the Interna�onal 
Building Code and Sec�on R310.2 of the Interna�onal Residen�al Code, provided that the replacement 
window meets the following condi�ons: 

1. The replacement window is the manufacturer's largest standard size window that will fit within the 
exis�ng frame or exis�ng rough opening. The replacement window shall be permited to be of the 
same opera�ng style as the exis�ng window or a style that provides for an equal or greater window 
opening area than the exis�ng window. 

2. Where the replacement window is part of a change of occupancy it shall comply with Sec�on 1011.5.6. 

❖ This sec�on focuses on how to address the replacement of windows intended to be emergency escape and 
rescue openings. More specifically, Groups R-2 and R-3 and one- and two-family dwellings in new construc�on 
require certain windows to be specifically sized for escape and rescue. Mee�ng these requirements in exis�ng 
buildings can be difficult. This sec�on allows exis�ng buildings to provide the largest window that can fit into 
the current opening without requiring full compliance with the IBC or Interna�onal Residen�al Code® (IRC® ), as 
applicable. There are two criteria that must be met. The first is that the window is the largest size that the 
manufacturer can provide for that opening (the exis�ng frame or rough opening). The second is that the 
replacement window is not installed as part of a change of occupancy. Sec�on 505.3 provides similar 
requirements when following the prescrip�ve compliance method. 

702.5.1 Control devices. 

Window opening control devices or fall preven�on devices complying with ASTM F2090 shall be permited for 
use on windows required to provide emergency escape and rescue openings. A�er opera�on to release the 
control device allowing the window to fully open, the control device shall not reduce the net clear opening 
area of the window unit. Emergency escape and rescue openings shall be opera�onal from the inside of the 
room without the use of keys or tools. 

❖ This sec�on allows the installa�on of opening control devices, or fall preven�on systems, when replacing 
exis�ng windows that will serve as emergency escape and rescue openings. While the focus of Sec�on 702.4 is 
on fall safety, Sec�on 702.5 is focused on emergency escape. This subsec�on avoids conflict between the two 
requirements. 
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