
 

F:\P2019\0588\C10\Permits\Topsham\TMSS - Topsham Permit Extension Request 2022-12-01.docx  

5 Fletcher Street, Suite 1 

Kennebunk, ME 04043 

207.363.0669 

 

www.fando.com 

 

California 

Connecticut 

Maine 

Massachusetts 

New Hampshire 

Rhode Island 

Vermont 

November 11, 2022 

Revised December 1, 2022 

 

Hap Stelling, Director of Planning 

Town of Topsham 

100 Main Street 

Topsham, ME 04086 

 

 

RE: Topsham Meadow Solar Station  

 Fuss & O’Neill Reference No. 20190588.C10 

  

Dear Hap: 

 

On behalf of Topsham Meadow Solar Station LLC (the “Applicant”), we are requesting an 

extension of the Site Plan approval issued by the Planning Board on January 13, 2022 for Topsham 

Meadow Solar Station (the “Project) off of Branch Road/Old Lisbon Road.  The project is 22.5 

MW DC solar energy conversion site on land owned by David & Kathleen Anderson, Joseph & 

Megan LaPointe, and Cornerstone Baptist Church. that will connect into the existing Central Maine 

Power Company (CMP) transmission line Section 43.  

 

Subsequent to the Town of Topsham approval in January 2022, the Project received the following 

permits from State and Federal agencies: 

 

• Site Location of Development and Natural Resource Protection Act from the Maine 

Department of Environmental Protection, issued on February 10, 2022, and  

• Maine General Permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, issued on March 18, 2022. 

 

Pursuant to Section 175-13.E of the Topsham Site Plan Review Ordinance, the Site Plan approval 

will expire if work involved with the Project is not commenced within 12 months of the date of 

final approval.  Section 175-13.E allows the Planning Board to grant an extension of the approval 

for an additional 6-month period upon the written request of the applicant. 

 

A project of this type and size requires a substantial amount of coordination between the 

Applicant and additional parties, including: 

 
• Completion of the System Impact Study (“SIS”) by ISO New England, Inc. (“ISO-NE”); 

followed by the acceptance of the I.3.9 by the ISO-NE Reliability Committee; followed by 

the execution of an Interconnection Agreement (“IA”) with CMP, 

• Application, review and issuance of all required permits, 

• Final coordination of the interconnection and substation design with CMP,  
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• Finalization of financing subsequent to the completion of the IA and issuance of all 

discretionary permits. 

 

At the time of the application, the Applicant expected the SIS to be completed in the third quarter 

of 2021, supporting the potential to begin construction by the third quarter of 2022. The 

completion of the SIS was delayed until the second quarter of 2022, despite the Applicant’s diligent 

engagement with ISO-NE, for reasons outside of the applicant’s control. 

 

According to ISO-NE the delays were due to the progress of their studies of other projects. The 

project received its I.3.9 approval in August 2022 and the execution of the IA is expected by the 

third quarter of 2023.  Additionally, the preference of the applicant is to perform the tree-clearing 

activities during winter conditions, and there are regulatory restrictions on the clearing of forest 

vegetation during the months of June and July.  As a result of the items noted, the current 

anticipated start of construction is the third quarter of 2023 with the predominant clearing activities 

commencing in the fourth quarter of 2023. 
 
As such, we are requesting a 6-month extension of the Site Plan approval granted by the Planning 

Board.  No changes to the approved plans are proposed with this request, however we do 

anticipate submitting an Amended Site Plan application in the near future to revise the array layout 

adjacent to the internal property lines.  The amended plans will reflect the recent changes in the 

Town’s Solar Energy Conversion System standards that eliminate the internal property line 

setbacks for contiguous lots under the common control of the developer.   

 

If the board wishes the Applicant to present any additional information on the project, I know the 

Applicant will be pleased to do so, and to attend a hearing when requested. We look forward to the 

opportunity to review this request and the status of the project with you.  Please contact me at 207-

849-7403 if you have any questions regarding our request or require additional information. 

 

Sincerely,      

 

 

 

James Lowery, P.E. 

Senior Project Manager     

 

c: Topsham Meadow Solar Station LLC 


