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MEMORANDUM 

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

LINDA DUMONT, TOWN CLERK/GENERAL ASSISTANCE COORDINATOR 

MMA 2021 GENERAL ASSISTANCE ORDINANCE 

SEPTEMBER 16, 2021 

I have provided for your review, a copy of the most recent MMA Model Ordinance for the 
General Assistance program. You will find it in the Board of Selectmen office. The 2013 
ordinance is available on the General Assistance web page for comparison. I have outlined the 
changes below.

The Board last enacted the MMA's General Assistance Ordinance 2013 in March of 2014. 
Since then, there have been legislative updates and changes, all of which are incorporated into 
this 2021 General Assistance Ordinance. 

It is recommended that we adopt this 2021 version as it contains the most current information 
regarding General Assistance law. This also includes the new annual appendices, A through H, 
that we are required to adopt each year. See GA Maximums Reference sheet for a summary of 
these changes. 

The ordinance was revised to add a definition of "recovery residence" and new section 5 .1 B 
to comply with legislation effective in October. The ordinance was also updated throughout 
with non-substantive stylistic changes.

Page 10 Definition -Recovery Residence. Recovery residence means a shared living residence 
for persons recovering from substance use disorder that is focused on peer support, provides to 
its residents an environment free of alcohol and illegal drugs and assists its residents by 
connecting the residents to support services or resources in the community that are available to 
persons recovering from substance use disorder. 5 M.R.S§2710 

Page 29-5.1 B Recovery Residences-Beginning Julyl, 2022 housing assistance will not be 
provided to a person residing in a recovery residence that has not been certified in accordance 
with 5 M.R.S. § 20005 (22), except that the person may receive housing assistance while 
residing in an uncertified recovery residence for a one 30 day period only. 

The administrator will inform the person of the requirements and time limits regarding 
recovery residences. A person who is ineligible for housing assistance under this subsection 
may remain eligible to receive GA for other basic necessities. 


























