MEMORANDUM

TO: MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN

FROM: LINDA DUMONT, TOWN CLERK/GENERAL ASSISTANCE COORDINATOR
SUBJECT: MMA 2021 GENERAL ASSISTANCE ORDINANCE

DATE: SEPTEMBER 16, 2021

I have provided for your review, a copy of the most recent MMA Model Ordinance for the
General Assistance program. You will find it in the Board of Selectmen office. The 2013
ordinance is available on the General Assistance web page for comparison. I have outlined the
changes below.

The Board last enacted the MMA'’s General Assistance Ordinance 2013 in March of 2014.
Since then, there have been legislative updates and changes, all of which are incorporated into
this 2021 General Assistance Ordinance.

It is recommended that we adopt this 2021 version as it contains the most current information

regarding General Assistance law. This also includes the new annual appendices, A through H,
that we are required to adopt each year. See GA Maximums Reference sheet for a summary of
these changes.

The ordinance was revised to add a definition of “recovery residence” and new section 5.1 B
to comply with legislation effective in October. The ordinance was also updated throughout
with non-substantive stylistic changes.

Page 10 Definition -Recovery Residence. Recovery residence means a shared living residence
for persons recovering from substance use disorder that is focused on peer support, provides to
its residents an environment free of alcohol and illegal drugs and assists its residents by
connecting the residents to support services or resources in the community that are available to
persons recovering from substance use disorder. 5 M.R.S§2710

Page 29-5.1 B Recovery Residences-Beginning July1, 2022 housing assistance will not be
provided to a person residing in a recovery residence that has not been certified in accordance
with 5 MLR.S. § 20005 (22), except that the person may receive housing assistance while
residing in an uncertified recovery residence for a one 30 day period only.

The administrator will inform the person of the requirements and time limits regarding
recovery residences. A person who is ineligible for housing assistance under this subsection
may remain eligible to receive GA for other basic necessities.



2021 General Assistance Maximums Reference Sheet-Sagadahoc Oo_.E? HMFA N@NN.

OVERALL MAXIMUMS pepte HOUSING MAXIMUMS ELECTRIC
) : UNHEATED Heated w:u%m for an .nwg.:om:u_ heated dwelling also see
Persons in Housohold BEDROOM | Weekly | Monthly | Weekly | Montily || ik ieiies St Fom B Senen o
1 2 3 4 5 4 $157 $675 $180 $775 established applicants must demonstrate need.
$828 aom i $1,195 $1.575 $1.777 1 m 183 m]\.mm $214 $919 1) Electricity Maximums for Households Without Electric
2 2 2 v Hot Water: The maximum amounts allowed for utilities,
Household of 6 = %rwmm 2 $221 $949 $261 mMLNu for lights, cooking and other electric uses excluding
* Add $75 for each additional person 3 %M@q wﬁ vwﬂm $347 $1 ,&Ou electric ot water and heat:
4 $328 $1,410 $389 $1,674 Number in
; . Household Weekly Monthly
o FOOD MAXIMUMS :PERSONAL CARE & HOUSEHOLD SUPPLIES y STA00  SE000
Persons Weekly Monthly Number in Household ~ Weekly Amount  Monthly Amount 2 530 56750
! 5o 14 420 3 $17.45  $75.00
2 $106.74 $459 1-2 $10.50 $45.00
3 $153.02 $685 1.4 $11.60 $50.00 4 319.90  $86.00
4 $194.19 5835
> T $509 5.6 $12.80 $55.00 5 $23.10  $99.00
6 $273.74 §1,190 7-8 $14.00 $60.00 & $2500  5107.00
i $306.05 $1,316 . NOTE For each additional person add $7.50
: : NOTE: For each additional person add $1.25 per week or $5.00 per manth.
8 $349.77 $1,504 per month.

Add $188 per month for each + person -
2) Electricity Maximums for Households With Electrically

Heated Hot Water; The maximum amounts allowed for
utilities, hot water, for lights, cooking and other clectric

. . HEATING FUEL R
i H When an mnn__nw:ﬂ can verify expenditures for the following items, a special uses excliding heat:
supplement will be budgeted as necessary for households with children under 5 years Number in
Month Gallons Menth Galions of nge for items such as cloth or disposable diapers, laundry powder, oil, shamgoo, % Weekly Monthly
and ointment up to the following amounts: Household
September 50 January 225 1 $20.65 $89.00
October 100 February 225 Number of Children Weekly Amount Monthly Amount 2 $23.75  §102.00
November 200 | March 125 1 $12.80 $55.00 3 $27.70  $119.00
December 200 April 125 2 $17.40 $75.00 4 $3225  $139.00
May 30 3 $23.30 $100.00 5 $3875  $167.00
NOTE: When the dwelling unit is heated electrically, the 4 $27.90 $120.00 6 $41.00 $176.00
maximun amount alowed for heating purposes wili be »
caleulated by multiplying the number of galtons of fuel NOTE: For each additional person add $10.00
allowed for that month by the current price per gallon. When kKN ey - >UD@=&M H Revisions pet month.
fuels such as wood, coal and/or natural gas are used for
heating purposes, they will be budgeted at actual rates, if they \ R ]
are reasonable. No eligible applicant shal be considered to e W:E& gmx_n:.::a. $1,475 H— IMQQI&ANI@@QW
need more than 7 tons of ceal per year, 8 cords of wood per LR Cremation Maximum: $1,025
year, 126,000 cubic feet of natural gas per vear, or 1000 Revised 8-18-21

gallons of propane. Pl tens




[For use when adopting  new version of the GA ordinance or amending the body of the
ordinance — not solel adoption of updated appendices]

MUNICIPALITY OF
GENERAL ASSISTANCE ORDINANCE

Pursuant to 22 M.R.S. § 4305(1), the municipal officers of the Municipality of

. after notice and hearing, hereby enact the attached General

Assistance Ordinance with appendices in its entirety. This Ordinance shall supercede and
replace all previous Ordinance versions. A copy of this Ordinance will be filed with the Maine
Department of Health & Human Services (DHHS) pursuant to 22 M.R.S. § 4305(4), and shall be

available for public inspection at the municipal office along with a copy of 22 M.R.S. chapter

3161,

Signed this _____ day of ,20___, by the municipal officers:
(Print Name) {Signature)

{Print Name) (Signature)

{Print Name) {Signature)

(Print Name) {Signature)

(Print Name) (Signature)

[Send a copy of the enactment page and ordinance to DHHS, 109 Capital Street, SHS 11, Augusta, ME 04350-0011]

Rev. 8-2021



Maine Department of Health and Human Services
Office for Family Independence

109 Capitol St.

11 State House Station

Augusts, Maine 04333-0011

Tel: (207) 624-4168; Toll-Free: (800) 442-6003
TTY: Bial 711 (Maine Relay); Fax: (207) 287-3455

Janet T. Miils
Governor

Jeanne M. Lambrew, Ph.D.
Commissioner

To: Welfare Officials and Contracted Agents

From: Sara Denson, Program Manager, General Assistance
Date: September 3, 2021

Subject: Revision to Updated GA Ordinance and Maximums

Enclosed please find the following items:

* MMA's updated (September 2021) “General Assistance Ordinance”

*  MMA's new (October 1, 2021-September 30, 2022) “General Assistance Ordinance
Appendices” (A - H).

¢ “GA Ordinance Adoption Form” which was developed so that municipalities may
easily send DHHS proof of the adoption of any updated or changed GA Ordinance. Once
the selectpersons or council adopts the new ordinance, the enclosed form should be
signed and submitted to DHHS. (see “Filing of GA Ordinance and/or Appendices” below
Jor further information),

*  “GA Maximums Adoption Form” which was developed so that municipalities may
casily send DHHS proof of GA maximums adoption. Once the selectpersons or council
adopts the new maximums, the enclosed form should be signed and submitted to DHHS.
(see “Filing of GA Ordinance and/or Appendices” below for further information).

¢ “GA Reference Guide” which is intended to be a quick reference sheet for use by
Administrators when determining eligibility.

Updates

Please note that updates have been made to the General Assistance Ordinance, Appendix A and
Appendix C. A discrepancy was discovered in the calculation of certain maximums and MMA

has corrected and updated those appendices. Please use the corrected and attached documents for
determination of General Assistance eligibility.



MMA GA Model Ordinance

The enclosed Maine Municipal Association (MMA) GA Model Ordinance has been updated as of
September 3, 2021, for use by your municipality. This new ordinance, once adopted by
Municipal Officers, will replace any existing GA Ordinance used by your municipality. Unlike
the Appendices, you are not required to adopt the updated MMA Model Ordinance, though you
are strongly encouraged to do so as it contains the most current information regarding General
Assistance law,

Appendix A—-H

The enclosed Appendices A — H have been revised for your municipality’s General Assistance
Ordinance. These new Appendices, once adopted, should replace the existing Appendices A ~
H. Evenifyou are not updating your GA Ordinance, the municipal officers must approve/adopt
the new Appendices vearlv.

The Adoption Process

The municipal officers (i.e., selectpersons/council) adopt the local General Assistance
Ordinance and yearly Appendices, even in town meeting communities. The law requires that
the municipal officers conduct a nofice and hearing prior to the adoption of the Ordinance and/or
Appendices. Seven days posted notice is recommended, unless local law (or practice) provides
otherwise.

At the hearing, the municipal officers should:

1) Allow all interested members of the public an opportunity to comment on the proposed
ordinance;

2) End public discussion, close the hearing; and

3) Move and vote to adopt the ordinance and/or appendices either in its posted form or as amended
in light of public discussion.

Municipalities May Establish Their Own Maximums

Municipalities may establish their own maximum levels of assistance provided that the proposed

levels of assistance are reasonable and meet adequate standards sufficient to maintain the health
and eafety of applicants in the municipality. The municipality roust submit 10 the Depariment
documentation to justify these levels of assistance and verify that the figurgs developed are
appropriate to maintain health and decency.

A municipality’s maximum assistance level for Food may not be below the Department provided
figures which are issued by the USDA and published annually following a study of cost of food
for various family sizes. A market basket survey may be used to establish food maximums if the
maximums provided by the USDA are insufficient to maintain health in the municipality-



Filing of GA Ordinance and/or Appendices

Please remember that General Assistance law requires each municipality to send DHHS a copy of
its ordinance once adopted, should that ordinance differ from the MMA Model. Any changes or
amendments, such as new Appendices, must also be submitted to DHHS. DHHS will accept the
enclosed “adoption sheet™ as proof that your Municipal Officers have adopted the current GA

maximums and/or ordinance.



2021-2022 GA MAXIMUMS SUMMARY SHEET

Note: The overall maximums found in Appendices A, B, C, D, E, and F are effective from
October 1, 2021 to September 30, 2022,

APPENDIX A - OVERALL MAXIMUMS

County Persons in Household
1 2 3 4 5 6
Sagadahoc $828 $981 §1.195  $1575  SL777  $1.852

NOTE: For each additional person add $75 per month.

(The applicable figures from Appendix A, once adopted, should be inserted here.)

APPENDIX B - FOOD MAXIMUMS

Number in Household Weekly Maximum Monthly Maximum
1 $58.14 $250.00
2 106.74 459.00
3 153.02 658.00
4 194.19 835.00
5 230.70 992.00
6 276.74 1,190.00
¥l 306.05 1,316.00
8 349.77 1,504.00

NOTE: For each additional person add $188 per month.

APPENDIX C - HOUSING MAXIMUMS

Unheated Heated
P];l;glrl:)?;':sf Weekly Monthly Weekly Monthly
0 $157 $675 $180 §775
1 $183 3786 $214 $919
2 $221 $949 $261 $1,123
3 $297 $1.278 $347 $1,491
4 $328 $1,410 $389 $1,674

{The applicable figures from Appendix C, once adopted, should be inserted here.)

FOR MUNICIPAL USE ONLY

MMA
07/21




APPENDIX D - CTILITIES

ELECTRIC

NOTE: For an electrically heated dwelling also see “Heating Fuel” maximums below. But remember, an
applicant is not automatically entitled to the “maximums” established—applicants must demonstrate
need.

1) Electricity Maximums for Households Without Electric Hot Water: The maximum amounts
allowed for utilities, for lights, cooking and other electric uses excluding electric hot water and heat:

Number in Household Weekly Monthly
n() 1 $14.00 $60.00
2 $15.70 $67.50
& 3 $17.45 $75.00
4 $19.90 $86.00
5 $23.10 $99.00
6 $25.00 $107.00
NOTE: For cach additional person add $7.50 per month.

2) FElectricity Maximums for Households With Electrically Heated Hot Water: The maximum
amounts allowed for utilities, hot water, for lights, cooking and other electric uses excluding heat:

Number in Household Weekly Monthly

1 $20.65 $89.00

IW 2 $23.75 $102.00
= 3 $27.70 $119.00
et 4 $32.25 $139.00
5 $38.75 $167.00

6 $41.00 $176.00

NOTE: For each additional person add $10.00 per month.

NOTE: For electrically heated households, the maximum amount allowed for electrical utilities per
month shall be the sum of the appropriate maximum amount under this subsection and the appropriate
maximum for heating fuel as provided below.

APPENDIX E - HEATING FUEL

\ Month Gallons Month Gallons
/Lb September 50 January 225
A October 100 Febru 225
I ary
Ou 3(/ November 200 March 125
December 200 April 125
May 50

FOR MUNICIPAL USE ONLY

MMA
07/21



NOTE: When the dwelling unit is heated electrically, the maximum amount allowed for heating
purposes will be calculated by multiplying the number of gallons of fuel allowed for that month
by the current price per gallon. When fuels such as wood, coal and/or natural gas are used for
heating purposes, they will be budgeted at actual rates, if they are reasonable. No eligible
applicant shall be considered to need more than 7 tons of coal per year, 8 cords of wood per year,
126,000 cubic feet of natural gas per year, or 1000 gallons of propane.

APPENDIX F - PERSONAL CARE & HOUSEHOLD SUPPLIES

o (.’/LLLCK/
Number in Household Weekly Amount Monthly Amount
1-2 $10.50 $45.00
3-4 $11.60 $50.00
5-6 $12.80 $55.00
7-8 $14.00 $60.00
NOTE: For each additional person add $1.25 per week or $5.00 per month.

SUPPLEMENT FOR HOUSEHOLDS WITH CHILDREN UNDER 5

When an applicant can verify expenditures for the following items, a special supplement will be budgeted
as necessary for households with children under 5 years of age for items such as cloth or disposable
diapers, laundry powder, oil, shampoo, and ointment up to the following amounts:

A0 cfuLf&fi/L
Number of Children Weekly Amount Monthly Amount
1 $12.80 $55.00
2 $17.40 $75.00
3 $23.30 $100.00
4 $27.90 $120.00

FOR MUNICIPAL USE ONLY

MMA
07/21



APPENDIX G

Mileage Rate

This municipality adopts the State of Maine travel expense reimbursement rate as set by the
Office of the State Controller. The current rate for approved employment and necessary medical
travel etc. is 45 cents (45¢) per mile.

Please refer to the Office of State Controller for changes to this rate: Telephone: 626-8420 or
visit: http://www.state.me.us/osc/



Appendix H
Effective: 10/01/21-9/30/22

Fuperal Maximams L0 cﬂ.,&/tL?»L/

Burial Maximums

The maximum amount of general assistance granted for the purpose of burial is $1,473.

The municipality’s obligation to provide funds for burial purposes is fimited to a
reasonable calculation of the funeral director’s direct costs, not to exceed the maximum
amounts of assistance described in this section. Allowable burial expenses are limited to:

e removal of the body from a local residence or institation

a secured death certificate or obituary

embalming

a minimum casket

a reasonable cost for necessary transportation

other reasonable and necessary specified direct costs, as itemized by

the funeral director and approved by the municipal administrator.

Additional costs may be allowed by the GA administrator, where there is an actual cost,
for:

¢ the wholesale cost of a cement liner if the cemetery by-laws require
one;

e the opening and closing of the grave site; and

o alot in the least expensive section of the cemetery. If the municipality
is able to provide a cemetery lot in a municipally owned cemetery or
in a cemetery under municipal control, the cost of the cemetery lot in
any other cemetery will not be paid by the municipality.

Cremation Maximums
The maximum amount of assistance granted for a cremation shall be $1,025.

The municipality’s obligation to provide funds for cremation purposes is limited to a
reasonable calculation of the funeral director’s direct costs, not to exceed the maximum
amounts of assistance described in this section. Allowable cremation expenses are
limited to:

e removal and transportation of the body from a local residence or
institution

e professional fees

s crematorium fees

+ asecured death certificate or obituary

H-1 Prepared by MMA
- 812019



Appendix H
Effective: 10/01/21-9/30/22

s other reasonable and necessary specified direct costs, as itemized by
the funeral director and approved by the municipal administrator.

Additional costs may be allowed by the GA administrator where there is an actual cost,
for:

a cremation lot in the least expensive section of the cemetery
a reasonable cost for a burial urn not to exceed $53
» fransportation costs borne by the funeral director at a reasonable rate

per mile for transporting the remains to and from the cremation
facility.

H-2 Prepared by MMA
- 8/2019





